
  

 

  

As You Sow Commends Restaurant Brands’ New Policy  
Restricting Antibiotic Use 

  

Antibiotics Policy for Burger King and Tim Horton’s is Good News for Public Health  

  

Oakland, CA – June 22, 2017 – Restaurant Brands International (RBI) announced today its decision to purchase only 

chicken raised without antibiotics important to human medicine by the end of 2018, a major sustainability milestone for 

the world’s third-largest fast food restaurant operator.  

RBI came to an agreement in March 2016 with As You Sow, a non-profit shareholder advocacy group, to set timelines to 

prohibit the use of medically important antibiotics in its global meat and poultry supply chains. In response to this 

commitment, As You Sow withdrew a shareholder resolution calling for reduced antibiotic use in the Company’s products.  

“Shareholders applaud RBI’s announcement,” said Austin Wilson, Environmental Health Program Manager at As You 

Sow. “This is great news for modern medicine and for long-term shareholder value.” 

Shareholders of meat and restaurant companies have been increasingly adamant that these companies take responsibility 

to combat growing antibiotic resistance. Antibiotic use in livestock contributes to the development of antibiotic resistance 

in all bacteria, thereby reducing the effectiveness of antibiotics for treating human disease. An estimated 70 percent of 

antibiotics important to human health are sold for use in meat and dairy production. Experts estimate these infections will 

kill 10 million people per year worldwide by 2050.  

The restaurant industry has begun adopting policies restricting antibiotic use in poultry. In issuing this new restriction on 

antibiotics, Restaurant Brands joins major restaurant companies Chipotle Mexican Grill, Panera Bread, Yum! Brands 

(KFC, Taco Bell, Pizza Hut), McDonald’s, and Wendy’s in curbing antibiotic use.  

Sanderson Farms is a notable exception to this trend. It remains the only major producer that has not committed to limit 

use of medically important antibiotics in chicken. Competitor Perdue Farms raises 95% of its chickens without any 

antibiotics, and Tyson Foods plans to eliminate medically important antibiotic use in its chickens by September 2017. As 

You Sow’s shareholder proposal with Sanderson Farms to limit antibiotic use was supported by 30% of shareholders in 

January 2017 – a record for a proposal addressing antibiotic resistance.  
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http://www.rbi.com/interactive/newlookandfeel/4591210/2016sustainabilityreport.pdf
http://www.asyousow.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/yum-2017-antibiotics-resolution.pdf
http://www.asyousow.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Restaurant-Brands-As-You-Sow-Withdrawal-Agreement-Signed-20160309.pdf
http://www.asyousow.org/our-work/environmental-health/antibiotics-and-factory-farms/
http://www.bbc.com/news/health-30416844
http://www.bbc.com/news/health-30416844
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-yumbrands-kfc-antibiotics-shareholder-idUSKBN179359
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-mcdonalds-antibiotics-idUSKBN0M01L520150305
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-wendy-antibiotics-idUSKCN10F2MT
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-sanderson-farms-antibiotics-vote-idUSKBN15O1R6
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